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What Is A Weak Form? 

A weak form is when a syllable in a word becomes 
unstressed and we change it to the schwa sound. This makes 
it much easier to connect words together in English speech.

Weak Forms
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I have a pen and pencil
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I have a pen and pencil

Weak Forms
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a 
and

Weak Forms
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✏ Auxiliary Verbs
✏ Determiners
✏ Pronouns
✏ Prepositions
✏ Conjunctions 

Weak Forms
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I have

I’ve

Weak Forms
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I have a pen and pencil

Weak Forms
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/ə/
schwa

Weak Forms
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I have a pen and pencil
    

Weak Forms
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I have a pen and pencil
  

Weak Forms
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Weak Forms

Common Weak Forms

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/7-
Weak-Forms-List.pdf 

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/7-Weak-Forms-List.pdf
https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/7-Weak-Forms-List.pdf
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Practice 1

Practise reading the most common weak forms in 
English.

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/202
1/08/7-Weak-Forms-List.pdf 

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/7-Weak-Forms-List.pdf
https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/7-Weak-Forms-List.pdf
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Practice 2

Practise reading these sentences out loud
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Weak Forms

1. You should be happy!
2. What is it for tea?
3. We must leave now. 
4. Were you happy when you were a child?
5. What do you want?
6. I could dance when I was younger. 
7. Do you like my new watch?
8. I’ll see you at 4!
9. Does she love him?

10. I want a piece of cake.



Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.

Weak Forms

1. You should be happy!
2. What is it for tea? Wo tis ih fu tea
3. We must leave now. We mus leave now
4. Were you happy when you we  ra child?
5. What do you want?
6. Ah coul dance when ah was younger. 
7. Do you like ma new watch?
8. I’ll see you uh 4!
9. Du she love im?

10. Ah want a piece a cake.
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Weak Forms

1. What is his name?
2. I have been to France before. 
3. I like France, but England is better. 
4. There are some sweets in the cupboard.
5. I’m better than you.
6. We should have brought an umbrella. 
7. Are there any apples?
8. I’m from Germany.
9. What should we do?

10. We’ll see you there!
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Weak Forms

1. What is is name?
2. I have been to France before. 
3. I like France, bu England is better. 
4. There are some sweets in the cupboard. Theruh 
5. Am better than you.
6. We should have brought an umbrella. 
7. Are there any apples? Uh thu eni Yapples
8. Am from Germany.
9. What shoul we do?

10. We’ll see you there! Will see yuh there 
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Practice 3

Choose the correct option using your knowledge of 
word formation and weak forms.

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/202
1/08/10-Choose-The-Word.pdf 
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Any 
questions?
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review

Weak Forms

https://virtually-fluent.com/courses/weak-forms/
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homework

Choose a blog post to read 
out loud, comment and 

present next class 


