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How many school subjects can you think 
of?

School
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How many school subjects can you think 
of?

School
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What is/was your favourite subject?
In school ….

What  is/was your least favourite 
subject?

School
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Learn, Study and Teach

Teach is used when you explain or provide 
information about a topic or subject. 

I teach maths.
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Learn, Study and Teach

Study is used for the first time you receive 
information about a subject/topic. (i.e. new 
information) This could be done by reading, 

watching videos, listening to a teacher.

I am studying the present tense in English.
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Learn, Study and Teach

Learn is the process after studying, when you fully 
understand and have knowledge of a topic or 

subject.

I have now learnt the present simple tense 

in English.
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Practice 1
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Describe the Timetable

School
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9-10

10-11

11-12

12-1

1-2

2-3

3-4

SAM
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9-10

10-11

11-12

12-1

1-2

2-3

3-4

MOLLY

ON + DAY
AT + TIME
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9-10

10-11

11-12

12-1

1-2

2-3

3-4

PETER

ON + DAY
AT + TIME



Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9-10

10-11

11-12

12-1

1-2

2-3

3-4
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It’s reading time!

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp
-content/uploads/2021/03/5-T
he-English-School-System-1-

1.pdf 

School

https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/5-The-English-School-System-1-1.pdf
https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/5-The-English-School-System-1-1.pdf
https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/5-The-English-School-System-1-1.pdf
https://virtually-fluent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/5-The-English-School-System-1-1.pdf
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Is the following sentence true or false?

The school system is exactly the same in 
all British countries

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

The school system is exactly the same in 
all British countries

FALSE The education system in the UK is very strict and, although 
each of the four countries within the UK have different 
variations, the general system is the same. 
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How many categories of education are 
there?

2
3
4
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How many categories of education are 
there?

2
3
4

The education system is divided by age and there are four 
different categories: early years, primary school, secondary 
school and further education, often called sixth form.
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What are the legal ages a student must 
attend school?

4-5
⅘-16
⅘-18
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What are the legal ages a student must 
attend school?

4-5
⅘-16
⅘-18

The law states in the UK that all students aged between 
four/five and sixteen
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Is the following sentence true or false?

Most students go to state school in the 
UK

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

Most students go to state school in the 
UK

TRUE The majority of British school children go to state school, which 
is completely free and provided by the government. 
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Select the information that applies to 
state schools only

Lessons are normally mixed gender
Lessons are normally single sex
Students go to the local school
Students can go to any school

School is free
School costs money
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Select the information that applies to 
state schools only

Lessons are normally mixed gender
Lessons are normally single sex
Students go to the local school
Students can go to any school

School is free
School costs money
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Select the information that applies to 
independent schools only

Lessons are normally mixed gender
Lessons are normally single sex
Students go to the local school
Students can go to any school

School is free
School costs money
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Select the information that applies to 
independent schools only

Lessons are normally mixed gender
Lessons are normally single sex
Students go to the local school
Students can go to any school

School is free
School costs money
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Is the following sentence true or false?

All schools across the UK must follow 
the National Curriculum

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

All schools across the UK must follow 
the National Curriculum

FALSE
Independent schools have a lot more flexibility with what they 
teach their students and they are not bound to follow the 
National Curriculum, however, they must provide a good 
all-round education.
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How many free hours to early years 
pupils receive?

15 hours a week for 15 weeks
38 hours a week for 38 weeks
15 hours a week for 38 weeks
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How many free hours to early years 
pupils receive?

15 hours a week for 15 weeks
38 hours a week for 38 weeks
15 hours a week for 38 weeks
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How many stages of education are there 
at primary school?

One stage
Two stages

Three stages 
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How many stages of education are there 
at primary school?

One stage
Two stages

Three stages 

… This is because there are two important 
educational stages in primary school. 
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How many subjects do kids learn at Key 
Stage 1?

10
11
12
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How many subjects do kids learn at Key 
Stage 1?

10
11
12

At infant school you cover Key Stage 1, 
which includes 10 subjects.
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What are the additional subjects 
covered at KS2 from KS1?

Citizenship
Music
PSHE

English
Modern foreign language

ICT
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What are the additional subjects 
covered at KS2 from KS1?

Citizenship
Music
PSHE

English
Modern foreign language

ICT
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Is the following sentence true or false?

The 11+ exam is compulsory across the 
country

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

The 11+ exam is compulsory across the 
country

FALSE
In the past, there was a compulsory exam called the 11+, 
which was to test the education and skills of a child after 
primary school. This is no longer an official state exam.
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Is the following sentence true or false?

KS3 focuses on the GCSE exams

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

KS3 focuses on the GCSE exams

FALSE
The most important stage of secondary school is Key Stage 4, 
which focuses on the skills required to pass the compulsory 
state exams at the age of 15/16 - GCSEs (General Certificate of 
Secondary Education).
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Is the following sentence true or false?

GCSEs are currently marked from A* 
(best grade) to G (worst grade)

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

GCSEs are currently marked from A* 
(best grade) to G (worst grade)

FALSE
In the past, GCSEs were marked from A* (the best) to G (the 
worst) but the system recently changed to a number marking 
system instead. Now, grade 1 is the best and grade 9 is the 
worst, with 5 being an average pass. 
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Is the following sentence true or false?

Further education is not compulsory by 
law

TRUE FALSE
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Is the following sentence true or false?

Further education is not compulsory by 
law

TRUE Further Education is not compulsory by law in the UK although 
if you intend on going to university, this is required. 
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How many A-levels do students 
typically take?

1-2
3-4

More than 5
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How many A-levels do students 
typically take?

1-2
3-4

More than 5

Students can take between 3 and 5 A-levels 
and they focus on what they want to study 
or do later in life.
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Which of the following exams are 
alternatives to A-levels?

BTECs
SATs

GCSEs
IB

City and Guilds



Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.

Which of the following exams are 
alternatives to A-levels?

BTECs
SATs

GCSEs
IB

City and 
Guilds

There are some alternatives to sixth form 
though, some students move to a vocational 
or technical college instead and take BTECs 
(Business and Technology Education 
Council).  … Although A-levels and BTECs 
are the most popular further education 
qualifications, there are many more that 
exist. For example, City and Guilds, T-levels, 
the IB (International Baccalaureate) or other 
diplomas or licences. 
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How does the school system work in 
your country?

School
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review

School Course

https://virtually-fluent.com/courses/school/
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Homework 1

Complete listening 
comprehension quiz

Link: 
https://virtually-fluent.com/quizzes/life-at-british
-boarding-school-quiz/ 

https://virtually-fluent.com/quizzes/life-at-british-boarding-school-quiz/
https://virtually-fluent.com/quizzes/life-at-british-boarding-school-quiz/
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Homework 2

Writing assignment about 
school

Link: 
https://virtually-fluent.com/topic/my-school-expe
rience/ 

https://virtually-fluent.com/topic/my-school-experience/
https://virtually-fluent.com/topic/my-school-experience/

