
Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.

To learn the zero 
conditional



Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.

Zero Conditional



Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd.

What is a conditional?

Why is it special/different?

Zero Conditional
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What Is A Conditional?

A conditional is a very special type of sentence in 
English. It is used to express that an action 

happens based on a condition. In other words, 
event B (the result) only happens if event A (the 

condition) happens.
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How many conditionals are there in 
English?

Zero Conditional
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What Is A Conditional?

There are five types of conditional sentences in 
English;

Zero Conditional

First Conditional

Second Conditional

Third Conditional

Mixed Conditional
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What Is A Conditional?

Each of these conditional sentences uses a 
different structure (different tenses) to express a 

different sequence of events.
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What are the typical words we see in a 
conditional sentence?

Zero Conditional
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What Is A Conditional?

Conditional sentences also include a conditional 
conjunction. The most common conditional 

conjunctions are IF and WHEN, which is what 
we’ll use in this course today.
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Zero Conditional

Why do we use the zero conditional?

What is it?
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Zero Conditional

If you put water in the freezer, it freezes
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Zero Conditional

If you heat water to 100ºC, it boils.
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If you heat water to 100ºC, it boils.
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Zero Conditional

If you heat water to 100ºC, it boils.
If + present simple present simple
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Zero Conditional

If you mix red and blue, you get purple
If + present simple present simple
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You get purple if you mix red and blue. 
If + present simplepresent simple
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You get purple if you mix red and blue. 
If + present simplepresent simple

If you mix red and blue, you get purple
If + present simple present simple,
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If you don’t win, it’s OK.
present simpleIf + present simple
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Zero Conditional

What happens if you lose the race?

present simple If + present simple
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Zero Conditional

What happens if you lose the race?

present simple If + present simple

if you lose the race, what happens?

present simpleIf + present simple
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Zero Conditional

When I was at school….

If I was late, my teacher gave me extra 
homework.

past simpleIf + past simple
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Practice 1
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Fill in the gaps in the sentences

Zero Conditional
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1. I ____ (wash) my car when/if it ____ (get) dirty.
2. I only ____ (do) my homework when my parents ____ (be) at home.
3. I ____ (chat) with my friends when I ____ (have) free time.
4. I normally ____ (stay) in my bed when I ____ (be) sick.
5. If you ____ (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you ____ (receive) a fine. 
6. If they ____ (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they ____ 

(fail) the course.
7. If you ____ (return) the book late to the library, you ____ (be) banned from 

loaning books for one month.
8. If you ____ (delete) an email, it ____ (remain) in your “bin” for a month.
9. If the children ____ (not have) an activity to do, they ____ (be) bored.

10. When I ____ (be) all alone in my house, it ____ (make) me sad.
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
3. I ____ (chat) with my friends when I ____ (have) free time.
4. I normally ____ (stay) in my bed when I ____ (be) sick.
5. If you ____ (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you ____ (receive) a fine. 
6. If they ____ (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they ____ 

(fail) the course.
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8. If you ____ (delete) an email, it ____ (remain) in your “bin” for a month.
9. If the children ____ (not have) an activity to do, they ____ (be) bored.

10. When I ____ (be) all alone in my house, it ____ (make) me sad.
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
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4. I normally ____ (stay) in my bed when I ____ (be) sick.
5. If you ____ (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you ____ (receive) a fine. 
6. If they ____ (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they ____ 
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
3. I chat (chat) with my friends when I have (have) free time.
4. I normally stay (stay) in my bed when I am (be) sick.
5. If you ____ (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you ____ (receive) a fine. 
6. If they ____ (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they ____ 
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7. If you ____ (return) the book late to the library, you ____ (be) banned from 

loaning books for one month.
8. If you ____ (delete) an email, it ____ (remain) in your “bin” for a month.
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
3. I chat (chat) with my friends when I have (have) free time.
4. I normally stay (stay) in my bed when I am (be) sick.
5. If you don’t buy (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you receive (receive) a fine. 
6. If they don’t hand (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they 

fail (fail) the course.
7. If you return (return) the book late to the library, you are (be) banned from 

loaning books for one month.
8. If you ____ (delete) an email, it ____ (remain) in your “bin” for a month.
9. If the children ____ (not have) an activity to do, they ____ (be) bored.
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
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month.
9. If the children ____ (not have) an activity to do, they ____ (be) bored.

10. When I ____ (be) all alone in my house, it ____ (make) me sad.
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
3. I chat (chat) with my friends when I have (have) free time.
4. I normally stay (stay) in my bed when I am (be) sick.
5. If you don’t buy (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you receive (receive) a fine. 
6. If they don’t hand (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they 

fail (fail) the course.
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10. When I ____ (be) all alone in my house, it ____ (make) me sad.
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1. I wash (wash) my car when it gets (get) dirty.
2. I only do (do) my homework when my parents are (be) at home.
3. I chat (chat) with my friends when I have (have) free time.
4. I normally stay (stay) in my bed when I am (be) sick.
5. If you don’t buy (not buy) a ticket for the bus, you receive (receive) a fine. 
6. If they don’t hand (not hand) in the homework by the end of the day, they 

fail (fail) the course.
7. If you return (return) the book late to the library, you are (be) banned from 

loaning books for one month.
8. If you delete (delete) an email, it remains (remain- stay) in your “bin” for a 

month.
9. If the children don’t have (not have) an activity to do, they are (be) bored.

10. When I am (be) all alone in my house, it makes (make) me sad.
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1. When we _____ (not have) customers in our restaurant, we _____ (close) 
early.

2. If you _____ (need) advice, I _____ (be) always here.  
3. If you _____ (not water) plants, they _____ (die).
4. When it _____ (rain) and _____ (be) sunny, there _____ (be) a rainbow.
5. If you _____ (not visit) me regularly, I _____ (get) sad and lonely.
6. If I _____ (cycle) to work, I _____ (feel) fitter and healthier.
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1. When we don’t have (not have) customers in our restaurant, we close 
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3. If you don’t water (not water) plants, they die (die).
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1. When we don’t have (not have) customers in our restaurant, we close 
(close) early.

2. If you need (need) advice, I am (be) always here.  
3. If you don’t water (not water) plants, they die (die).
4. When it rains (rain) and is (be) sunny, there is (be) a rainbow.
5. If you don’t visit (not visit) me regularly, I get (get) sad and lonely.
6. If I cycle (cycle) to work, I feel (feel) fitter and healthier.
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Practice 2
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Finish the sentence with your own answers

Zero Conditional



When I am hungry, I ...

When my plants die, I ...



If I don’t drink enough 
water, I ...

If I put on weight, I ...



If I see a good job 
vacancy, I ...

If it is raining outside, I ...



When my mum phones 
me, I ...

If I go to bed early, I ...



If I pass my exams, I ...

If I cancel my debit card, I 
...



When I need advice, I ...

If you tickle me, I ...



If I cook something 
delicious, I ...

If I drink too much wine, I 
...



When I smell coffee, I ...

If you need somebody to 
talk to, you ...



If I am thirsty, I ...

If I see a person who 
needs help, I ...



If I see a snake, I ...

If I miss a flight, I ...
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It’s conversation time!

Zero Conditional

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yyf6U4ck4Lm_L7AEZslOREPorlJnLrJMyFzYMz6Zqqs/edit?usp=sharing
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To learn the zero 
conditional
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review

Zero Conditional Course

https://virtually-fluent.com/courses/zero-conditional
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Homework

Upload a video response

Link: 
https://virtually-fluent.com/topic/zero-conditional-conve
rsation/ 

https://virtually-fluent.com/topic/zero-conditional-conversation/
https://virtually-fluent.com/topic/zero-conditional-conversation/

