
 Indirect Questions 

 An indirect question is a question embedded in a sentence, therefore it isn’t direct. 
 It’s used to be polite, to ask for favours and requests and is very similar to the 

 structure of reported speech. 

 The structures are… 

 With Question Word  Yes/No 

 Question phrase  +  question word*  +  subject  + 
 verb 

 *+ adjective / + noun 

 Question phrase  +  if  +  subject  +  verb 

 Question phrase  +  question word  +  subject  + 
 modal  verb + infinitive verb 

 Question phrase  +  if  +  subject  +  modal verb + 
 infinitive 

 Question phrase  +  question word  +  subject  + 
 auxiliary verb + second verb 

 Question phrase  +  if  +  subject  +  auxiliary verb 
 + second verb 

 LOOK OUT 

 ⚠  Don’t use a question mark 
 ⚠  Be aware of word order 
 ⚠  Watch out for whether and if 
 ⚠  Replace subjects with “to” 
 ⚠  “Who” can be a subject 
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