
 Politics Vocabulary 

 Word  Phonetic 
 Transcription 

 Definition 

 10 Downing 
 Street 

 tɛn  daʊ  nɪŋ 
 striːt 

 The official building of the Prime Minister 
 in the UK 

 Agenda  ə  ʤɛn  də  A list of goals 

 Amendment  ə  mɛnd  mənt  A change 

 Ballot box  bæ  lət  bɒks  A box where paper with a vote is placed 

 Bill  bɪl  A proposed law 

 By-election  baɪ-ɪ  lɛk  ʃn  An election to vote for an MP in between 
 regular general elections 

 Cabinet  kæb  ɪnɪt  The group of MPs leading the country 

 Candidate  kæn  dɪdeɪt  A person considered for a job 

 To canvas  kæn  vəs  To go around an area and meet people to 
 get political support 

 Chamber  ʧeɪm  bə  A house of UK parliament 

 Civil service  sɪ  vl  sɜː  vɪs  Administrative jobs who carry out the 
 government’s work 

 Coalition  kəʊə  lɪ  ʃn  Partnership of multiple political parties 

 Constituency  kən  stɪ  tjʊənsi  A geographical area 

 Constitutional 
 monarchy 

 kɒnstɪt  juː  ʃənl 
 mɒ  nəki 

 A monarch's powers are limited by the 
 constitution 

 Democratic  dɛmə  kræ  tɪk  A form of government where the people 
 have the ultimate power 

 Devolved 
 government 

 dɪ  vɒl  vd 
 ɡʌv  nmənt 

 A decentralised governmental power 

 To disband  dɪs  bænd  To break up 

 Donor  dəʊ  nə  A person who donates something 
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 Elected  ɪ  lɛk  tɪd  A person who was voted for 

 Executive  ɪɡ  zɛk  jʊtɪv  Law enforcement 

 Exit poll  ɛk  sɪt  pəʊl  An opinion survey summarising the overall 
 view of people’s votes 

 First Minister  fɜːst  mɪ  nɪstə  Leader of a ruling party 

 First-past-the-post  fɜːst  -  pɑːst  -  ðə  - 
 pəʊst 

 A candidate with the most votes in one 
 area wins 

 Freedom of speech  friː  dəm  ɒv 
 spiːʧ 

 The ability to express one’s opinions 
 without restraint 

 General election  ʤɛ  nərəl  ɪ  lɛk  ʃn  A vote from the population 

 Government  ɡʌv  nmənt  A group of people with the authority to 
 rule a country 

 Head of State  hɛd  ɒv  steɪt  Chief representative of a country 

 Hung parliament  hʌŋ  pɑː  ləmənt  A parliament where no political party has a 
 majority 

 Judiciary  ʤuː  dɪ  ʃri  A system that adjudicates legal disputes 
 and makes decisions 

 Left-wing  lɛft  -  wɪŋ  Ideology of greater equality 

 Legislation  lɛʤɪs  leɪ  ʃn  Law 

 Legislative  lɛʤ  ɪslətɪv  Power to make laws 

 Mandate  mæn  deɪt  Authority via election 

 Manifesto  mænɪ  fɛs  təʊ  Public declaration of goals for a political 
 party 

 Member of 
 Parliament (MP) 

 mɛm  bə  r  ɒv 
 pɑː  ləmənt 

 An elected person who represents their 
 local geographic area in parliament 

 No confidence  nəʊ  kɒn  fɪdəns  A show of no support for a ruling person or 
 body 

 Nominee  nɒmɪ  niː  A person considered for a job 
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 Opposition  ɒpə  zɪ  ʃn  The group or person in an opposite 
 ideological position to the sitting 
 government 

 Parliament  pɑː  ləmənt  The highest system of politics in the UK 

 To pledge 
 allegiance 

 plɛʤ  ə  liː  ʤəns  To promise 

 Political party  pə  lɪ  tɪkəl  pɑː  ti  An organisation of people with similar 
 political beliefs 

 Polling day  pəʊ  lɪŋ  deɪ  The day of a general election 

 Polling station  pəʊ  lɪŋ  steɪʃ  n  A building where people can vote 

 Power-sharing  paʊ  ə  -  ʃeə  rɪŋ  A policy where responsibilities and power 
 are shared 

 Prime Minister (PM)  praɪm  mɪ  nɪstə  Leader of a ruling party 

 Proxy vote  prɒ  ksi  vəʊt  A vote on behalf of another person 

 Public sector  pʌ  blɪk  sɛk  tə  Part of the economy controlled by the state 

 To recount  riː  kaʊnt  To count votes again 

 Right-wing  raɪt  -  wɪŋ  Ideology of free enterprise and economy 

 Secretary of State  sɛkr  ətri  ɒv 
 steɪt 

 The head of a major governmental 
 department 

 Shadow cabinet  ʃæ  dəʊ  kæ  bɪnɪt  The group of MPs n the opposition party in 
 leading positions 

 To take an oath  teɪk  ən  əʊθ  To make a serious promise to tell the truth 
 and do your job 

 Trade union  treɪd  juː  njən  An organisation that supports the rights of 
 workers in a certain trade 

 To vote (cast a vote)  vəʊt  To indicate your opinion 

 Voting day  vəʊ  tɪŋ  deɪ  The day of a general election 

 Ward  wɔːd  A small geographic area for voting 
 purposes 
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