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OUGH Spelling Changes
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OUGH is the traditional spelling of many 
words. However, as the English 

language changes and adapts, so does 
the way we write. 
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Nought Naught 

In American English, an 
alternative spelling is used. 
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Plough Plow 

In American and Canadian 
English, an alternative 
spelling is used. 
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Slough Slew
Sluff 

In American English, 
alternative spellings are used. 
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Doughnut Donut

In American English, an 
alternative spelling is used. 
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Through Thru

In American English, an 
alternative spelling is used, 
typically in road signs. 
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Though Tho
Tho’

In American English, an 
alternative spelling is used. 
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Although Altho
Altho’

In American English, an 
alternative spelling is used. 
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Enough ‘nuff

In American English, an 
alternative spelling is used in 
very informal situations.


