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Phrasal Verbs for Science
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Scientists have a really important job. They are faced with problems and they 
need to work out the solution. They carry out important research then come up 
with solutions to the world’s problems. If a scientist’s solutions come off, they 
will have contributed to an improved society for the rest of the world. In some 

cases, scientists face mass or irregular data and need to narrow it down in order 
to find a solution. 

Scientific research has come on a lot, even in the past 100 years and we have 
found out lots of new things as a result of these developments. 
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to work out

transitive - separable

I’m sure you’ll work it out!

to find a solution to a problem
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to carry out

transitive - separable

Let’s carry it out and see what happens!

to do an experiment
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to come up with

transitive - inseparable

You need to come up with a solution!

to think of an idea
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to come off

intransitive

I can’t believe the plan came off!

to succeed
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to narrow down

transitive - separable

Who could have done it? Let’s narrow it down. 

to reduce the number of possibilities
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to come on

intransitive

Her English has come on so much in the past month.

to advance/ improve
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to find out

transitive - separable

I don’t want my mum to find out the truth.

to discover


