
 
 
 
 
 

The Schwa 
 

 
EXERCISE A 
Read the following words with the schwa out loud to practise the correct 
pronunciation. 

 
1) A​bility 

2) A​bout 

3) A​meric​a​n 

4) B​a​lloon 

5) Anim​a​l 

6) C​a​pacity 

7) Capit​a​l 

8) C​e​rtific​a​te 

9) Contin​e​nt 

10) E​lectricity  

11) Fam​i​ly 

12) Helicopt​er 

13) Intellig​e​nt 

14) Origin​a​l 

15) Penc​i​l 

16) Pers​o​nality 

17) Pop​u​larity 

18) Presid​e​nt 

19) Simil​ar 

20) Univers​i​ty 
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EXERCISE B 
Read the following sentences with the schwa out loud to practise the correct 
pronunciation. 
 

1) This cup ​o​f tea is f​o​r you 
2) There ​are​ ​a​ lot ​o​f books 
3) The sports cent​re​ in my town is big 
4) Th​e​ phone is black 
5) C​a​n I see ​a​ doct​or​? 
6) We ​are​ going t​o​ th​e​ theat​re​ t​o​morrow 
7) D​o​ you want ​a​ b​a​nan​a​? 
8) My favourite seas​o​n is summ​er 
9) I want t​o​ be ​a​n act​or 
10) My lev​e​l is el​e​mentary 
11) She ​a​rrives ​a​t 4 
12) Th​e​ c​a​thedral is beautiful 
13) I w​a​s watching th​e​ film 
14) Pr​o​nunciat​io​n is difficult! 
15) How oft​e​n d​o​ y​ou​ go t​o​ th​e​ cin​e​m​a​? 
16) I don’t like my broth​er 
17) H​a​ve y​ou​ got ​a​ minute? 
18) Th​e​ book is ​a​bout bees 
19) I like eating fish ​a​nd chips 
20) What’s f​o​r tea? 
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