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Pre-Intermediate
Word Stress
Hannah Wilkinson 1

1

One-Syllable Words

2

2

My school is big Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

3

3
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To put stress on something we;

1) make a longer sound
2) make a louder sound
3) have a higher pitch
4) make a clearer and more 

enunciated sound
5) and need more facial movement

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

4

4

Two-Syllable Words

5

5

Two-Syllable Words

Nouns and Adjectives
Verbs and Prepositions 
Words Ending in ER or EN

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

6

6
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Two-Syllable Words

Nouns and Adjectives
Verbs and Prepositions 
Words Ending in ER or EN

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

7

7

BOTTLE HAPPY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

8

8

BOTTLE HAPPY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

9
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Two-Syllable Nouns and Adjectives

First Syllable

BOTTLE HAPPY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

10

10

HOTEL

EXTREME

LAGOON Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

11

11

Two-Syllable Words

Nouns and Adjectives
Verbs and Prepositions 
Words Ending in ER or EN

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

12

12
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BEGIN ABOVE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

13

13

BEGIN ABOVE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

14

14

Two-Syllable Verbs and Prepositions

Second Syllable

BEGIN ABOVE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

15

15
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TRAVEL

CANCEL

STUDY Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

16

16

Two-Syllable Words

Nouns and Adjectives
Verbs and Prepositions 
Words Ending in ER or EN

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

17

17

LISTEN FASTER

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

18
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LISTEN FASTER

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

19

19

Words Ending in ER or EN

First Syllable

LISTEN FASTER

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

20

20

Two-Syllable Words

Nouns and Adjectives
Stress first syllable
Verbs and Prepositions 
Stress second syllable
Words Ending in ER or EN
Stress first syllable

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

21

21
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Three-Syllable Words

22

22

Three-Syllable Words

Ending in ER or LY
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

23

23

MANAGER

QUIETLY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

24

24
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MANAGER

QUIETLY
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

25

25

Three-Syllable Words Ending ER/LY

First Syllable

MANAGER QUIETLY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

26

26

COMPUTER

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

27

27
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Suffixes

28

28

Suffixes

Ending in ABLE, CIAN, ERY, 
IAL, IAN, IBLE, IC/S, IENT, ION, 
IOUS, ISH, OSIS, SION, TION
Ending in ADE, EE, ESE, QUE
Ending in AL, CY, GY, PHY, TY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

29

29

A suffix is a little 
ending that is added 
to a word to change 

the formation.

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

30

30
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teach
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

31

31

teachER
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

32

32

Suffixes

Ending in ABLE, CIAN, ERY, 
IAL, IAN, IBLE, IC/S, IENT, 
ION, IOUS, ISH, OSIS, SION, 
TION
Ending in ADE, EE, EER, ESE, 
ETTE, QUE, OON
Ending in AL, CY, GY, PHY, TY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

33

33
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CREATION

DRAMATIC

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

34

34

CREATION

DRAMATIC

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

35

35

CREATION

DRAMATIC
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

36

36
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Ending in ABLE, CIAN, ERY, IAL, IAN, 
IBLE, IC/S, IENT, ION, IOUS, ISH, 

OSIS, SION, TION

Penultimate syllable

CREATION DRAMATIC

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

37

37

Suffixes

Ending in ABLE, CIAN, ERY, 
IAL, IAN, IBLE, IC/S, IENT, ION, 
IOUS, ISH, OSIS, SION, TION
Ending in ADE, EE, EER, ESE, 
ETTE, QUE, OON
Ending in AL, CY, GY, PHY, TY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

38

38

LEMONADE

GUARANTEE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

39

39
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LEMONADE

GUARANTEE
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

40

40

Ending in ADE, EE, EER, ESE, ETTE, 
QUE, OON

Suffix

LEMONADE GUARANTEE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

41

41

Suffixes

Ending in ABLE, CIAN, ERY, 
IAL, IAN, IBLE, IC/S, IENT, ION, 
IOUS, ISH, OSIS, SION, TION
Ending in ADE, EE, EER, ESE, 
ETTE, QUE, OON
Ending in AL, CY, GY, PHY, TY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

42

42
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PHOTOGRAPHY

DEMOCRACY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

43

43

PHOTOGRAPHY

DEMOCRACY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

44

44

PHOTOGRAPHY

DEMOCRACY
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

45

45



Word Stress

Copyright © 2020 Virtually Fluent Ltd. 16

Ending in AL, CY, GY, PHY, TY

Third from end syllable

PHOTOGRAPHY DEMOCRACY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

46

46

Compound Words

47

47

A compound word is 
a word created by 

putting two 
individual words 

together to form a  
new word

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

48

48
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hair brush

hairbrush

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

49

49

Compound noun
Compound 
adjective
Compound verb

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

50

50

HAIR BRUSH
noun noun
compound noun

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

51

51
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HAIR BRUSH

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

52

52

DRY-CLEANING
adjective verb

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

53

53

DRY-CLEANING
adjective verb

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

54

54
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DRY-CLEANING

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

55

55

PASSER-BY
verb preposition

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

56

56

PASSER-BY
verb preposition

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

57

57
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PASSER-BY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

58

58

Common Mistakes

59

59

Common Mistakes

Verbs and Nouns
Word Formation
Prefixes
Unknown Stress

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

60

60
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Common Mistakes

Verbs and Nouns
Word Formation
Prefixes
Unknown Stress

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

61

61

PRESENT

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

62

62

PRESENT

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

63

63
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PRESENTPRESENT

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

64

64

OBJECTOBJECT

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

65

65

Common Mistakes

Verbs and Nouns
Word Formation
Prefixes
Unknown Stress

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

66

66
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PHOTO

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

67

67

PHOTOGRAPHER

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

68

68

PHOTOGRAPHIC

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

69

69
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PHOTOGRAPHIC

PHOTO

PHOTOGRAPHER
Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

70

70

Common Mistakes

Verbs and Nouns
Word Formation
Prefixes
Unknown Stress

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

71

71

A prefix is a little 
start that is added to 
a word to change the 

formation.

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

72

72
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COMFORTABLE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

73

73

UNCOMFORTABLE

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

74

74

Common Mistakes

Verbs and Nouns
Word Formation
Prefixes
Unknown Stress

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

75

75
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CONTROVERSY

CONTROVERSY

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

76

76

British and American English

77

77

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

78

78
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Word Stress

French origin
Ending in ATE
Other

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

79

79

Word Stress

French origin
Ending in ATE
Other

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

80

80

Ballet

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

81

81
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Ballet

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

82

82

Ballet

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

83

83

BalletBallet

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

84

84
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BrochureBrochure

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

85

85

Word Stress

French origin
Ending in ATE
Other

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

86

86

Donate

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

87

87
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Donate

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

88

88

Donate

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

89

89

DonateDonate

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

90

90
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VacateVacate

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

91

91

Word Stress

French origin
Ending in ATE
Other

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

92

92

aluminium aluminium

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

93

93
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Caribbean Caribbean

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

94

94

Oregano Oregano

Contents

● One-syllable words
● Two-syllable words
● Three-syllable words
● Suffixes
● Compound words
● Common mistakes
● British and American 

English

95

95


