
Collective Nouns

Copyright © 2019 Virtually Fluent Ltd. 1

Level:
Topic:

Teacher:Copyright © 2019 Virtually Fluent Ltd 

Intermediate
Collective Nouns
Hannah Wilkinson 1

Contents

● Definition
● Singular or Plural?
● Parts of Speech
● Companies
● Reading for Meaning
● Common Collective 

Nouns
● British/American 

English
● Exceptions
● Summary

A noun is;

A thing
A person
An animal
A place
An idea

2

Contents

● Definition
● Singular or Plural?
● Parts of Speech
● Companies
● Reading for Meaning
● Common Collective 

Nouns
● British/American 

English
● Exceptions
● Summary

A collective noun is a 
word used to describe 
a group of something
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team government

council
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singular plural
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team

singular plural
1 unit
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The team attends a meeting

singular
1 unit
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The choir sings every Monday

singular
1 unit
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singular plural
1 unit individual
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The team do their tasks

plural
individual

11

Contents

● Definition
● Singular or Plural?
● Parts of Speech
● Companies
● Reading for Meaning
● Common Collective 

Nouns
● British/American 

English
● Exceptions
● Summary

The class wait for their teacher

plural
individual

12



Collective Nouns

Copyright © 2019 Virtually Fluent Ltd. 5

Contents

● Definition
● Singular or Plural?
● Parts of Speech
● Companies
● Reading for Meaning
● Common Collective 

Nouns
● British/American 

English
● Exceptions
● Summary

team

singular plural
1 unit individual

13

Contents

● Definition
● Singular or Plural?
● Parts of Speech
● Companies
● Reading for Meaning
● Common Collective 

Nouns
● British/American 

English
● Exceptions
● Summary

The team attends a meeting.  It
came up with some good 

ideas. 

The team do their tasks. They
are busy at work. 14
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The committee disagrees
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The committee disagree
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choir
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American English
My family is from 

New York
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My family are from 

London
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everybody everyone

nobody no one
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SINGULAR
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Everybody is happy today 
Everyone is happy today

Nobody is in town
No one is in town
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PLURAL
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● Collective nouns are words describing a 
group of something

● Singular for 1 unit
● Plural for individual people
● American English → singular
● British English → plural
● Everybody, everyone, nobody, no one →

always singular
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