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Why Learn English? 
Vocabulary List 

 
Vocabulary Form Phonetic Transcription Definition Example Sentence (taken from course) 
Authentic Adjective ɔːθɛntɪk Real or true Don’t use audios, videos and texts 

specifically made for EFL learners, use 
authentic materials that native speakers 
use.  

Compulsory Adjective kəmpʌlsəri Something that must be done 
because a rule or law says so 

Many universities require a certain level of 
English upon application and have 
compulsory courses taught in English.  

Counterpart Noun kaʊntəpɑːt A person that has the same function 
as you, but in a different location 

You can easily communicate with people 
around the world and counterparts in 
different offices too. 

Countless Adjective kaʊntlɪs Numerous/ too many to count There are countless video platforms, such as 
YouTube and Vimeo. 

De facto Adjective deɪ fæktəʊ In reality something is recognised, 
but not legally or officially 

English is the de facto global language of 
communication.  

Despite Preposition dɪspaɪt Even though/ regardless of It doesn’t really matter how you introduce 
yourself in English because, despite there 
being four different ways of doing this, they 
actually all mean exactly the same thing. 

Every 
corner of 
the world 

Expression ɛvri kɔːnər ɒv ðə wɜːld Every place throughout the entire 
world 

English provides opportunities to advance in 
your career and it brings people together 
from every corner of the world. 

Fake Adjective feɪk Not real Although courses and textbooks for EFL 
learners are great for beginners, they 
sometimes provide a fake use of English. 
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Huge Adjective hjuːʤ Very big English is the language of the Internet with a 

huge number of tweets, Facebook posts and 
online articles being written in English.  

Inflection Noun ɪnflɛkʃən A grammatical change to a word. For 
example, to run is a verb. He runs 
(third person) is an inflection 
because run changes to runs. He ran 
(past simple) is another inflection 
because run changes to ran. But all of 
these words are based on the same 
root word. 

It’s difficult to count an exact number of 
words in a language, but it’s suggested that 
there may be more than 1 million words in 
the English language, when including 
chemical names, compound words and 
inflections (run, runs, ran). 

Lingua 
franca 

Noun lɪŋgwə fræŋkə  A language that two or more people 
have in common, but this language is 
not the native language of any of 
these people 

In effect, English is the lingua franca.  

Platform Noun plætfɔːm An area (normally raised) that is 
visible to an audience 

There are countless video platforms, such as 
YouTube and Vimeo. 

Profound Adjective prəfaʊnd Very intense English has a profound connection with 
education.  

Put sth into 
practice 

Expression pʊt sʌmθɪŋ ɪntuː præktɪs  Using something in real life after 
learning it  

It’s one thing being able to answer questions 
in a grammar quiz or a textbook or pass an 
English exam, but being able to use it in real 
life and putting your knowledge into practice 
is a whole other thing. 

Rank Noun ræŋk Level or position There are direct connections between people 
with higher salaries or higher-ranking jobs 
and high English levels. 
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Saying Noun seɪɪŋ A well-known expression or piece of 

advice 
In the real world, English is spoken with 
different accents, different speeds, 
expressions and sayings depending on the 
region the speaker comes from. 

Sit back Verb sɪt bæk To relax Don’t sit back and expect your English level 
to improve by itself. 

Status Noun steɪtəs Level or position of something 
compared to another thing 

There are actually 67 countries in the world 
where English has the official status of 
“primary language”. 

Shy Adjective ʃaɪ Very quiet and uncomfortable talking 
to other people 

Don’t be shy. Having confidence to speak 
English with other people will definitely 
improve your English level. 

Strict Adjective strɪkt Very regulated with no flexibility Numbers follow a strict pattern in English.  
Supposedly Adverb səpəʊzɪdli Used to say something that 

somebody has told you, but you 
don’t believe what they said 

One of the most recognised English language 
creators is William Shakespeare. 
Supposedly, he invented around 1,000 new 
words in English. 

Tool Noun tuːl An object that has a certain function 
to help you complete something 

Because so many people are interested in 
learning the English language, there are 
numerous tools already available and you 
can take advantage of them. 

Top tip Noun tɒp tɪp A piece of useful advice Our top tips for being successful in learning 
English are; practise, use native sources and 
have confidence. 

Virtually Adverb vɜːtjʊəli 1. Almost 
2. Something is done in a 

technological way 

You should be well on your way to being 
virtually fluent.  

 


