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Why is English so Important? 

 
English is the de facto global language of communication. As we explained 
in our presentation earlier in this course, there are 67 countries that speak 
English as an official primary language. This means there are around 400 5 

million native speakers and an additional 1.1 billion EFL (English as a Foreign 
Language) speakers who will understand you if you communicate with them 
in English. In effect, English is the lingua franca. 
 

 10 
English and Business 

 
English has been directly related to better business opportunities. You can 
easily communicate with people around the world and counterparts in 
different offices too. Even if you’re not working with native English-speaking 15 



countries, you’ll often find that the majority of people have at least a basic 
knowledge of the English language, meaning you have an automatic means 
of communication. 
 
In addition, some of the strongest economies in the world, the United States 20 

of America and the United Kingdom, are native English-speaking countries. 
If you want to do business with either of these countries, it’s almost essential 
to have a knowledge of the English language.  
 
According to the English Proficiency Index 2017, there are direct 25 

connections between people with higher salaries or higher-ranking jobs and 
high English levels. 
 
Nowadays, knowing English is often a basic requirement for a job.  English 
has been made the official “company language” in many global companies, 30 

such as Airbus, Samsung and Renault, even if the company is not originally 
from an English-speaking country. 
 

 
English and Culture 35 

 
English opens the door to a variety of cultural activities including films, TV 
series, books, newspapers, published articles and music. The meaning of 
some words and phrases often gets lost in translation and it’s always much 
better to understand a language in its original form.  40 

 
In addition, English is the language of the Internet with a huge number of 
tweets, Facebook posts and online articles being written in English. More 
than half of the most searched websites are English. 
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English and Education 

 
English has a profound connection with education. Almost every school in 
Europe and many schools across the world, both primary and secondary, 50 

require their students to learn English. In addition, many universities require 
a certain level of English upon application and have compulsory courses 
taught in English. 
 
Some of the best universities in the world, including Cambridge University, 55 

Oxford University, Harvard University and Stanford University are all 
English-speaking. In fact, 9 of the top 10 universities in the world are native 
English and there are many more in the top 100. 
 

 60 
It has been predicted by the British Council that approximately 2 billion 
people will be able to communicate in English by 2020, that’s around 30% 
of the world’s population and this number is estimated to continue 
increasing.  
 65 

So, what reason do you have not to learn English? It provides opportunities 
to advance in your career, it brings people together from every corner of the 
world, it expands your sources of entertainment and can get you the best 
education in the world.  
 70 

“They had nothing in common but the English language” 
E.M. Forster 
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