
 
 

Countable and Uncountable Nouns 
 
These are some of the most common nouns that exist in both countable and                           
uncountable forms. This is not an entire list as there are numerous words in English                             
that can be used in both ways.   
 

Word  Uncountable meaning  Countable meaning 

art  Paintings, drawings etc… 
The art at the museum 
was beautiful 

A hobby or activity that 
requires a special skill 
Being able to read music is 
an art. 

beer  An alcoholic drink 
I’m allergic to beer 

One individual bottle or 
glass of beer 
Would you like a beer? 

business  The general activity of 
selling money from selling 
a product or service.  
I study business at 
university 

An individual company 
I own three businesses 

chicken  The food on a plate 
Let’s have chicken for 
dinner! 

The animal, an entire 
chicken 
I have 4 pet chickens 

chocolate  Unknown quantity or piece 
of a chocolate bar 
Will you buy some 
chocolate? 

An individual chocolate 
This box has 40 
chocolates! 
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Word  Uncountable meaning  Countable meaning 

coffee  A drink made of coffee 
beans 
I like drinking coffee 

An individual cup of coffee 
Would you like a coffee? 

depression  Feeling extremely sad and 
unhappy 
He suffers from depression 

A period when the 
economy of a country does 
badly.  
France is experiencing an 
economic depression 

fish  The food on a plate 
The fish at this restaurant 
is amazing! 

An individual fish, the 
animal 
I have 3 pet fish 

food  All things you can eat 
Do you want some food? 

An individual type of food 
Carbohydrates are a food 

fruit  All types of fruit 
Shall we buy some fruit for 
the fruit bowl? 

An individual type of fruit 
An apple is a fruit 

glass  The material used for any 
quantity 
Be careful with that glass. 
You might cut yourself.  

One specific unit of glass 
used to drink from 
Would you like a glass of 
milk? 

hair  General hair on 
somebody’s head 
I like the colour of your hair 

An individual hair 
I found a hair in my soup 

heat  Something of a high 
temperature 
The heat was unbearable! 

A qualifying race in a 
competition 
I came first in my heat 

ice cream  The food type that is 
sweet and made from milk 
My favourite flavour is 
chocolate ice cream 

An individual ice cream on 
a stick, in a tub or in a cone 
This Magnum ice cream is 
melting 

iron  A hard metal 
This padlock is made of 
iron 

An electrical appliance 
used in a house to 
smoothe clothes 
Can you switch on the 
iron, please? 
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Word  Uncountable meaning  Countable meaning 

jam  A sticky jelly made of fruit 
I like jam on toast for 
breakfast 

A difficult situation 
I don’t know what to do 
about this, I’m in a jam 

juice  Liquid with a fruit or 
vegetable flavour 
I love apple juice 

One specific type or 
quantity of juice 
Would you like an orange 
juice? 

light  The energy of light 
The light is bright! 

An individual lamp or light 
form 
Can you turn on the light, 
please? 

marble  A strong material with 
patterns 
My fireplace is made out of 
marble 

An small glass ball  
Put those marbles away! 
Somebody will fall over 

memory  The ability to remember 
something 
My memory is awful! 

A specific event that 
happened that you 
remember 
I have such good 
memories of France 

nature  The environment and the 
way that humans and 
animals live 
We must look after nature 

A characteristic of a 
person or animal 
Our dog has a lovely 
nature 

paper  Material made from trees 
and used to write on 
Can you pass me some 
paper, please? 

An academic thesis or a 
newspaper 
Have you read Mr Z’s 
paper on life on Earth? 

pizza  An unknown quantity or a 
part of a pizza 
I love pizza! 

An entire pizza 
I bought 4 pizzas at the 
supermarket 

production  The process of creating 
something 
I work in the production of 
phones 

A film, television, radio, 
play, TV series creation 
I’m the main character in 
the new theatre 
production  
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Word  Uncountable meaning  Countable meaning 

room  Space 
There is no room on the 
sofa! 

An individual room, such 
as a bedroom or bathroom 
Tidy your room! 

sleep  The concept of resting and 
being asleep for a period 
of time 
Sleep is essential for 
humans 

A short nap 
I’m really tired, I’m going to 
have a sleep 

space  An area with nothing in it 
or the atmosphere in the 
universe 
I love learning about space 
There is no space in this 
house! 

An individual area that is 
empty 
I will never fit my car in 
that space! 

sport  The general concept of 
physical activity 
It is essential to do sport 

A particular sport 
The sport I love most is 
tennis 

tea  Liquid that is often brown 
in colour and drunk 
I don’t really like tea 

One individual cup of tea 
Would you like a tea? 

time  The time that we read by 
clocks 
What time is it? 

A specific time when an 
event happened  
Can you remember the 
time we went to Spain? 

toast  The food where bread is 
heated and turns crispy 
I always have toast for 
breakfast 

A speech and saying 
cheers to acknowledge 
something 
I would like to make a 
toast to my sister on her 
birthday 

trade  The act of exchanging a 
product or service for 
money 
International trade is 
important for every 
country 

A skill in a certain area of 
business 
I work in the trade of 
clothing 
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Word  Uncountable meaning  Countable meaning 

vision  The ability to see using 
your eyes 
I have very bad vision 

An idea  
I’ve had a vision for the 
party 

work  A job 
My work  is very hard, but I 
enjoy it 

The product from a skilled 
person such as a musician 
or artist 
Have you seen the work of 
Van Gogh? 
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